THE STAGE-HISTORY OF
ALVS WELL THAT ENDS WELL

The stage-history of this corned/ is brief and in-
glorious. There is no record of its performance (or of
any performance of Lovis Labour** Won) before the
closing of the theatres; and although it appears in the list
(of January, 1669) of plays allotted to Killigrew for the
King's Company (Nicoll, 'Restoration Drama, 316), he
seems to have made no use of it. The first known per-
formance was at Goodman's Fields Theatre on March 7,
1741, seven months before ca Gentleman (who never
appeared on any Stage)/ in other words David Garrick,
made theatrical history by appearing on those same
boards as King Richard III. The play was given for the
benefit of Mrs Giffard, the manager's wife, who acted
Helena, her husband taking Bertram, with Peterson as
Parolles and Miss Hippisley as Diana. The novelty was
evidently liked, for it was given four times more in as
many weeks- Just about that time Shakespeare's long-
neglected comedies were coming into public favour; and
in January, 1742, Alfs Well that Ends Well made its
first known appearance at the Theatre Royal, Drury
Lane, with Mills as Bertram, Theophilus Gibber as
Parolles, Mrs Woffington as Helena, Mrs Butler as the
Countess and Macklin as the Clown. Mrs Woffington
was taken ill and fainted on the stage. Milward, as the
King, caught the cold of which he died not many days
later. Theophilus Gibber had stolen the part of Parolles
from Macklin, to whom it had been promised; and there
was ill-feeling as well as illness in the company* But in
spite of this untoward start the play had good success
when it was tried again in February, and it reached ten
performances that season. Gibber liked acting Parolles.,
and had brought the part into notice; but succeeding